Righteousness rescues

Esther 3 and 4

I. God only gives eternal honor to the righteous
A. An evil man, focused on competition, not competence; they are defeated with patience
1. Confidence in Christ frees us from trapping ourselves in our own plans

a) There is no relief for a fool; victory is short lived and death is hell
(1) Do not bow to the demands of a bully; the enemies of God are our enemies
as well.
(a) Evil men think they can keep secrets, the issue is, evil is the work of
undisciplined people
i) Christ knows the heart of men, if you work for His glory, He will reveal
the hearts of men
(1) Haman was an Amalakite and Mordecai a Jew. It was an ancient
issue rooted in spiritual warfare. Don’t become a coward when
the enemy sends a bully, humbly stand
(2) Esther had been queen about 5 years at this point, thus she was
well placed for the rescue of her people. Haman was unaware
B. Isaiah 32:16-18 - Then justice will dwell in the wilderness And righteousness will abide
in the fertile field. 17 And the work of righteousness will be peace, And the service of
righteousness, quietness and [ a]confidence forever. 18 Then my people will live in a
peaceful habitation, And in secure dwellings and in undisturbed resting places;
II. God is our avenger.
A. Haman’s plot was rooted in offense, but we who are in Christ do not operate this way.
1. Evil men are crybabies and vindictive children, they are useless
a) Haman is so dedicated to his own identity he buys the king for the sake of
vengeance
(1) A king that can be bought is only loyal to himself; he can’t be trusted
(a) A man who gives his authority to a tyrant will die with no honor and no
legacy
i) We must set our hearts on the Kingdom of God first and His
righteousness, so we will not violate the commands of God or our
neighbor
(1) Both the king and Haman have now locked themselves in battle
rooted in self-love.
B. Proverbs 23:5-7 - When you set your eyes on it, it is gone. For wealth certainly makes
itself wings Like an eagle that flies toward the heavens. 6 Do not eat the bread of [ b]a
selfish man,Or desire his delicacies; 7 For as he [ c]thinks within himself, so he is. He
says to you, “Eat and drink!” But his heart is not with you.
II. Humility empowers the servant of Christ, never self-importance (Chapter 4, summarized)
A. War has come to the door of the Jews because a man got his feelings hurt.
1. Evil hearts are petty
a) When Esther realizes she has nothing to lose, Haman is truly a dead man
(1) Selfish people underestimate their opponents and victims, because they
believe they are different and their “dream” or “destiny” is their god.
(a) In Christ, we are only different when we act different
B. 1 John 3:9-11 9 No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in
him; and he cannot sin, because he is [b]born of God. 10 By this the children of God
and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness
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is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother. 11 For this is the message
which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another;

